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Introduction 

Have you ever stopped to think about the incredible risks the Founding 
Founders took when they rebelled against British authority? They were 
starting a war with the greatest military power of the time even though they 
did not have a mighty fighting force themselves. And they were fighting for 
a type of government that most people thought was impossible. In this 
video, Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology 
explains the historical and philosophical context of the American 
Revolution from the changing role of the British army in the colonies to 
Radical Whig theory. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/4wphUAtDGko 


"America’s Founding, Ep. 1: Why Our 
Founding Fathers Risked It All" by the 
Institute for Humane Studies 


Description 

Have you ever stopped to think about the incredible risks the Founding 
Founders took when they rebelled against British authority? They were 
Starting a war with the greatest military power of the time even though they 
did not have a mighty fighting force themselves. And they were fighting for 
a type of government that most people thought was impossible. In this 
video, Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology 
explains the historical and philosophical context of the American 
Revolution from the changing role of the British army in the colonies to 
Radical Whig theory. 

Exercise: 


Problem: 


Why did some think it would be hard to create a democracy in the 
colonies? 


a. The cultures were too different. 
b. The country was too large. 
c. The colonies despised each other. 


d. Democracy was never tried before. 


Solution: 


b. The country was too large. 


The Colonists vs. The British Soldiers 

In the decade before the American Revolution, British soldiers had started 
to act more like an occupying force than a source of security. In this video, 
Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology explains 
why this happened, and how increasing tensions between colonists and 
soldiers pushed the colonists closer to declaring independence. 
https://www. youtube.com/embed/0SXPAM£XuUU 


"America's Founding, Ep. 2: The Colonists 
vs. The British Soldiers" by the Institute for 
Humane Studies 


Description 

In the decade before the American Revolution, British soldiers had started 
to act more like an occupying force than a source of security. In this video, 
Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology explains 
why this happened, and how increasing tensions between colonists and 
soldiers pushed the colonists closer to declaring independence. 

Exercise: 


Problem: 


How did the role of the British military change in the colonies in the 
years before the Revolutionary War? 


a. The British fought more and more wars in the colonies. 
b. The military played a larger role in enforcing laws. 

c. The military began to turn against British rule. 

d. The British began drafting colonists. 


Solution: 


b. The military played a larger role in enforcing laws. 


Taxes & Abuse of Power 

One major grievance the colonists had against England is the one most 
people remember learning about in school: taxes. But the concern that 
radicalized the colonists was less about taxes per se, and more about power. 
In this video, Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of 
Technology explains why the series of new, unprecedented taxes passed by 
Parliament in the decades before the revolution were perceived as a pattern 
steady encroachment on the colonists’ freedom. 

https://www. youtube.com/embed/7tB7GLCOgbg 


"America's Founding, Ep. 3: Taxes & 
Abuse of Power" by the Institute for 
Humane Studies 


Description 

One major grievance the colonists had against England is the one most 
people remember learning about in school: taxes. But the concern that 
radicalized the colonists was less about taxes per se, and more about power. 
In this video, Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of 
Technology explains why the series of new, unprecedented taxes passed by 
Parliament in the decades before the revolution were perceived as a pattern 
steady encroachment on the colonists’ freedom. 

Exercise: 


Problem: The Boston Tea Party was in response to 


a. the Boston Massacre. 
b. the Stamp Act of 1765. 
c. the Tea Act of 1773. 

d. the French-Indian War. 


Solution: 


c. the Tea Act of 1773. 


Radical Whig Theory and the Ideas Behind the Revolution 

What was it that pushed the Founding Fathers to fight back against the 
oppressive actions of the British and declare independence? In this video, 
Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology explains 
Radical Whig Theory, a political movement that began in England years 
earlier, and how it convinced many colonists that it was their moral duty to 
fight back against oppressive rule. 

https://www. youtube.com/embed/yYEUPWS_JrM 


"America's Founding, Ep. 4: The Ideas 
Behind A Revolution" by the Institute for 
Humane Studies 


Description 

What was it that pushed the Founding Fathers to fight back against the 
oppressive actions of the British and declare independence? Professor Sarah 
Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology explains Radical Whig 
Theory, a political movement that began in England years earlier, and how 
it convinced many colonists that it was their moral duty to fight back 
against oppressive rule. 

Exercise: 


Problem: Appeals to jealously guard liberty is a feature of 
a. Classical liberalism. 
b. mercantilism. 


c. neoliberalism. 
d. radical whig theory. 


Solution: 


d. radical whig theory. 


John Locke and the Right to Revolution 

In 1776, the Founding Fathers wrote the Declaration of Independence and 
asserted that as a free people they had the right to overthrow an unjust ruler- 
- a shocking idea at the time. But where did they get this radical idea? In 
this video, Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology 
explains how philosopher John Locke influenced the Founding Fathers. 
https://www. youtube.com/embed/cLDGiusk2m8 


"America's Founding, Ep. 5: Is There a 
Right to Revolution?" by the Institute for 
Humane Studies 


Description 

In 1776, the Founding Fathers wrote the Declaration of Independence and 
asserted that as a free people they had the right to overthrow an unjust ruler- 
- a shocking idea at the time. But where did they get this radical idea? 
Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology explains 
how philosopher John Locke influenced the Founding Fathers. 

Exercise: 


Problem: What did the Declaration of Independence NOT assert? 


a. The misuse of Naval power 

b. The abuses of the British crown 

c. The right to secede 

d. The new form of government in the colonies 


Solution: 


d. The new form of government in the colonies 


Creating a Country 

It is 1776 and the Founding Fathers have just committed treason by 
declaring independence from Britain. They don't have a large military force, 
aren't set up to fight a multi front war, and are trying to create new 
institutions based on radical ideas created by philosophers. In this video, 
Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology explains the 
incredible risks the Founding Fathers took to assert their freedom and 
encourages us to think through what it means to live in a free society and 
what we expect from our government. 

https://www. youtube.com/embed/KhB5VpId99I 


"America's Founding, Ep. 6: Creating a 
Country" by the Institute for Humane 
Studies 


Description 

It is 1776 and the Founding Fathers have just committed treason by 
declaring independence from Britain. They don't have a large military force, 
aren't set up to fight a multi-front war, and are trying to create new 
institutions based on radical ideas created by philosophers. In this video, 
Professor Sarah Burns of the Rochester Institute of Technology explains the 
incredible risks the Founding Fathers took to assert their freedom and 
encourages us to think through what it means to live in a free society and 
what we expect from our government. 

Exercise: 


Problem: 


Which philosophy did the Founding Fathers rely on in establishing 
consent for the government by the people? 


a. Radical Whig theory 
b. Lockean liberalism 
c. Divine rights 

d. Direct consent 


Solution: 


a. Radical Whig theory 


